CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL BIOCHEMISTS
ASSOCIATION DES MÉDECINS BIOCHIMISTES DU CANADA 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING / RÉUNION DU CONSEIL D’ADMINISTRATION
Wednesday, Mar 23 2022 3-4 pm ET 
 
	Attendees

	Executive members 

	Dr. Li Wang (LW) √
	Dr. Pierre Douville (PD) - √

	Dr. Andre Mattman (AM) √
	Dr. Gang He (GH) - √

	Dr. Mohsen Tanfous (MT) – √
	Dr. Manal Elnenaei (ME) – X

	Dr. Karim Mourabit-Amari (KM) –√
	Ms. Manon Gaudry (MG) – exempt for presence 

	Dr. Ramesh Saeedi (RS) – √
	Dr. Ann Gangloff (AG) - √

	Invited 

	Dr. Dan Holmes (DH) – √
	Dr. Jonatan Blais (JB) – √

	Dr. François Corbin (FC)– √
	Dr. Jean-Claude Forest (JCF)– √



1. Review and adopt last meeting minutes (Proposed by AM; Seconded by JB)

2. Discussion about the draft letter to Royal College regarding the General Pathology entry route  

· JCF: Will the specifics of the general path +1 year MB training be equivalent to 2-year MB training for IM residents?
JB: There were equivalent 24 months of Medical Biochemistry training among the combined GP+1 year MB curriculum, so it would be consistent with the IM route.

· MG: With the long term version of clinical pathology, will this short term of general pathology entry route phase out?
AM/JB: Yes, then we need to consider what to happen for the IM trained MB route; Suggest to remain this route viable

· FC: There are no general pathology program in Quebec. Currently MB is a subspecialty for IM entry. It will be confusing if there are 2 entry routes for the same residency position. Most medical biochemists are doing clinics in Quebec, while the general pathologists aren’t--- May not see much gain by this general pathology entry program 

JCF/JB: Across Canada, not all the medical biochemists see patients. This new entry route by GP was requested by Royal College, and it could provide additional distinction from clinical chemist due to training in medical microbiology, Hematopathology etc. There is no net loss and maybe more different with the new route.

· MT: GP entry route would dilute Medical biochemistry interest and trainee won’t know what they will do in real life. IM entry seems more attractive to make our specialty known to medical students.
JB: Currently a working group is working on the IM entry route. This GP entry route is additional to help recruit more residents with these two parallel routes.

· LW: Can the royal college open foreign trained general pathology residents to be allowed for the MB entry?
JB/AM: Yes, the national specialty group is working on it

· PD: Suggest some examples of clinical pathology training programs from other countries in this support letter
JB: Has similar ideas to add examples from US, South Korea and Europe but worry that people would think we propose this clinical pathology based on existing programs available somewhere else instead of the needs. 

· FC: When Royal College asks MB, we don’t have to respond yes all the time. Is it clear it won’t be any issue regarding positions in residency between GP and IM routes?
JCF/JB: The advantage of multiple entry routes is to have flexibility and satisfy needs in difference provinces. 

3. CAMB-AMBQ Annual Meeting update (FC)
· Virtual only (June 2-3, 2022) based on survey
· No president identified for the scientific committee

4. Website: 
· Nephew of PD has been building and maintaining our website
· Manon will be trained to manage the website contents.
Actions: 
LW sent the final version of support letter and ask executive members to vote by emails. 
Addendum:
All members voted and see the attached final copy which was sent to the Royal College
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CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL BIOCHEMISTS 
ASSOCIATION DES MÉDECINS BIOCHIMISTES DU CANADA 


                                                                                                                                      March 31, 2022 


Letter to the Royal College COS: 


 


The Canadian Association of Medical Biochemists (CAMB)/L'Association des Médecins 


Biochimistes du Canada (AMBC) have read the application for Medical Biochemistry to open an 


additional entry route into specialty training via the General Pathology Residency Training Program. 


This matter was discussed in a series of three meetings of the CAMB-AMBC in January – March 


2022. Our impressions are recorded below: 


 


1. Short term Vision for Laboratory Medicine: 


 


We entirely agree that trainees who come through this revised training program will have a novel 


combination of pathology skills, and sufficient medical biochemistry training, to be leaders in 


laboratory medicine at both a rural medical laboratory and at a tertiary care centre. In the former case, 


the multi-faceted responsibilities of the multi-discipline trained pathologist will make full use of their 


skills. In the latter case, the general pathologist with medical biochemistry subspecialty training will 


be able to provide academic support to the lab horizontally across disciplines, as well as vertically 


within medical biochemistry i.e. support can be provided for pathology service, pathology teaching 


or pathology research in areas of pathology that focus on medical biochemistry itself, or areas of 


pathology that also incorporate aspects of medical microbiology, hematopathology, genetics and 


anatomic pathology. 


 


These specialists will work well with medical biochemists who come through a clinical entry route 


(internal medicine or pediatrics) as they will have the same entrustable professional activities (EPAs) 


for medical biochemistry in spite of the different primary discipline EPAs. Together these two types 


of medical biochemists, in combination with clinical scientists and other pathologists, will allow the 


optimal development and adaptation of lab testing services in Canada. 


 


2. Long-term vision for Laboratory Medicine: 


 


In the new era of medicine, science and bioinformatics will work together to provide data which is 


composite in nature, precise and reproducible, broad reaching in scale, and integrated to highlight 


relationships of clinical relevance. One can envision five different spheres of data that will need to 


be integrated to optimize patient care: a) Patient history (supplemented by digital recordings of body 


physiology and activity) and physical examination, b) Body fluid analyses (e.g. metabolites, 


hormones, microbial nucleic acids etc.), c) Genetic data (genomic), d) Imaging data, and e) solid 


tissue analysis. 


 


Thus, the CAMB-AMBQ foresees pathology care centring on either (b) Body fluid analyses, or e) 


solid tissue analysis. General pathologists would be trained in both, anatomic pathologists in the latter 


and clinical pathologists in the former. All pathologists will need to be trained in bioinformatics to 


allow integration of the sample data with the other data spheres, which will in turn optimize data 


utilization, interpretation and thereby appropriately direct patient care. While bioinformatics training 


would fit into a 5 year training program for anatomic pathology, or clinical pathology, it may require 


additional training for a general pathologist.  Medical biochemistry per se will be subsumed by the 


primary specialty of clinical pathology for entrants coming through the laboratory medicine but will 


remain as a subspecialty of internal medicine (nomenclature to be determined). 
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In summary, we call for the immediate development of a physician led Clinical Pathology program 


within the Royal College. The purpose of this program is to optimize services for patients by ensuring 


that training in medical laboratory disciplines accurately reflects the state of integration of the 


relevant sciences and technologies, but also relevant differences between (mostly) qualitative solid 


tissue analyses and (mostly) quantitive body fluid analyses. The integration of analytical method 


principles, test and epidemiologic statistics, bioinformatics and data analytic tools is common to the 


clinical pathology disciplines (biochemistry, microbiology, hematopathology, genetics) in Canada 


currently. Incorporating this de facto state of affairs into one clinical pathology training program will 


allow clinical pathology trainees to anticipate the future and thereby lead laboratory medicine in 


Canada.  


 


Our specific recommendations for the next steps are:  


a) Fall 2022: Establish support for a unified approach to clinical pathology training among the 


respective special societies. 


b) Spring 2023: Present to CAP-ACP meeting to affirm support for the model elaborated 


herein 


c) Fall 2023: Present to COS for support for implementation 


d) Spring 2023/Spring 2024: CBD workshop for medical biochemistry EPAs that develops 


EPAs applicable to each of: 


1) medical biochemistry as a subspecialty of internal medicine/pediatrics 


2) medical biochemistry as a subspecialty of general pathology and 


3) medical biochemistry teaching as incorporated in a clinical pathology program. 


e) Fall 2024: Development of a plan for implementation of a Clinical Pathology program as 


described.  


 


The CAMB is enthusiastic about further work on developing a proposal for laboratory medicine 


training in Canada which will best serve the needs of all future pathologists, their clinician colleagues, 


and of course the patients.  


 


Sincerely,  


 


 
 
Li Wang, MD, MSc, FRCPC 
President, Canadian Association of Medical Biochemists 
 


Clinical Associate Professor - University of British Columbia 
Tel: 604-875-2918 
li.wang@cw.bc.ca 
 
                Cc :   Andre Mattman, MD, FRCPC National Specialty Chair Medical Biochemistry   
                         Chris Naugler, MD, FRCPC National Specialty Chair General Pathology   
                         Steve Ibbotson, Administrator, Specialties Unit, Royal College  
                         Katherine Chorneyko, MD, FRCPC (Section Chair for General Pathology in  
                                                                                        the Canadian Association of Pathology)  
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